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Photolmpact 4

In the past, it seemed like software cre-
ators assumed that theirs was the only
program you would install on your com-
puter. Of course, that was the only rea-
son that you bought a computer, right?
If you tried to install other programs,
there would be an instant in-
compatibility because their drivers would
interfere with everything else. It was like
their way of getting even if you even
tried to install another program.

Thank goodness times have changed.
Now, in order for software companies to
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survive, their number one goal is to
interface with other programs on your
system. One program that works hard
for compatibility is Photolmpact 4, made
by Ulead Systems. When the program
first hit the market, it was called Image-
Pals. Our theory is that the name did not
sound professional enough, so they
changed it. We loved the program then
and now it’s even better. Most of the ver-

KP5 plug-in for fractals.

Lighting filter.

sion changes reflect the advancements in
the Windows environment.

When we first installed the program,
we noticed quite a few special effects fil-
ters had been added. Many of these fil-
ters were ones we had previously down-
loaded off the Internet to be used with
Photoshop. As we started to wander
through the pull-down menus, we came
upon preferences. There was a plug-in
location menu, so we figured what the
heck, and typed in the location of our
Photoshop plug-in menu. We exited the
preferences, re-started the program and
lo and behold, all the Photoshop plug-
ins were being loaded! When we pulled
down the effects menu, we noticed a lot
more than just the Photoshop effects
were listed. Many were ones we had
never even seen before.

Excited about all the power that just
been handed us, we quickly loaded a pic-
ture to see if the plug-ins really worked.
There was a lot more here than we first
had imagined. Let the fun begin! One
function we had not seen before was a
pull-down called “All.” Normally, a half
dozen similar effects are grouped togeth-
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Find edge filter

er in a pull-down menu. Although this
was still there, in addition, all the effects
were also located in one giant plug-in
pull-down menu. As we started trying
each effect on the sample image, we real-
ized we would have to stop as some
effects had hundreds of variations!

The Photolmpact 4 image editor is a
full-blown photo-editing program. It has
many of the advanced features found in
Adobe Photoshop, MicroGraphx Picture
Publisher, and Corel Paint. Brightness,
sharpness, tone maps, saturation, resolu-
tion—these are just a few of the standard
editing tools we found. In addition, two
automatic image-enhancement features
have been added. With the “auto pro-
cess” tool, you select a specific task and
the program determines the best correc-
tion on its own. How the “auto focus”
tool enables the program to figure out
the best sharpness is still a mystery to us.
The “post processing wizard” starts with
a straighten menu, followed by a crop,
focus, brightness, or color balance, re-
moves red eye, and concludes with a
magic frame. At any point you can stop
off and use a specific tool or back up
through the steps, if you accidentally

http://www.rangefinder-network.com

Plug-in filter from Eye Candy; bevel

skipped a step. There is a well equipped
toolbox with brushes, zoom, selection,

paint, and text tools to make this a very
complete image-editing program.

You have all types of options for view-
ing the selected image—full screen,
zoom in, zoom out, fit to window, and
guidelines or rules for exact object align-
ment. Additional image control allows
you to rotate your image after a scan, flip
it, use the clipboard function, or another
huge submenu full of selection controls.
The stitch function allows you to re-
assemble partial scans of images to fit
into one image. The trace function
enables a very high resolution line trace
of any contrasting lines in the image.

You can bring images into the pro-
gram from various sources, and once
edited, send them out to a variety of file
formats or printing devices. Photolmpact
supports both digital cameras and scan-
ners. The “smartsaver” menu lets you
select either JPEG, GIF, or PNG image
format for use on the Internet. The split
screen shows you the before image with
its file size, and the after image with its
compressed size. No more guessing how
it will look or how bit it'll be.

Since much of the image work today
goes onto the Web, a whole pull-down
menu is dedicated to making your own
personalized web page. The web utility
includes several animation functions, an
HTML image assistant, backgrounds,
buttons, frames and access to the Ulead
Systems’ home page [http://www.ulead.
com] where you can get additional help.

The Photolmpact Album is a compan-
ion program that maintains a visual
database of all types of computer and
image files. When you start the program,
it will ask you for a new album name,
thumbnail size, location of the album,
and the fields you want to include in the
database. It will then ask you if you want
to collect files from your hard disk, flop-
pies, CDs, Zips or SyQuests. When all the
thumbnails are collected and displayed
on the main screen, you can add infor-
mation in the data fields.

This is a great way to catalog storage
devices that don’t remain in your com-
puter. For example, we store all our
images on CDs. When we write a CD,
the writing program assigns a number to
the CD using the date and a unique four-

(Continued on page 82)
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Santa Fe Digital Workshops: Jerry Courvoisier—

Sept. 26-Oct. 2,1999 Santa Fe, NM. Contact Santa Fe Workshops, P.O. Box 9916, Santa Fe, NM 87504; (505) 983-1400,

Photoshop for Photographers fax (505) 989-8604; web site: [www.sfworkshop.com]|.
Palm Beach Photographic Workshops— Oct. 1-Nov. 6 Delray Beach, FL. Contact Barry Peters, (561) 276-9797;fax (561) 276-1932; web site: [www.workshop.org);
Exhibit: Art Wolfe—Beyond the Lens e-mail: [PBPhoto@workshop.org].
Nikon School of Photography Oct. 2-3 Southbury, CT. Contact Nikon School, 1300 Walt Whitman Rd., Mellville, NY 11747; (516) 547-8666;
fax (616) 547-0309.
Photo Show & Equipment Sale Oct. 3 St. Louis, MO. Contact Ken Schwab, Show Type, Inc., 8220 Page Ave., St. Louis, MO 63130-1115;
(314) 427-6341; e-mail: [sukaras@@aol.com]|
RIT Digital Workshops: Preflight and Digital Workflow Oct. 5-8 Rochester, NY. Contact RIT/TE Center, 66 Lomb Memorial Dr., Rochester, NY 14623-5604;
Workshop (800) 724-2536, ext. 33; fax (716) 475-7000; web site: [www_rit.edu/CIMS/TE].
One Week Carnival Caribbean Cruise; Shoot models for seven Oct. 10-17 Departs Tampa, Florida. Contact Art Ketchum Workshops, 2818 W. Barry Ave., Chicago, IL 60618;
days with Art Ketchum (312) 842-1406 or (773) 478-9217.
Nikon School of Photography Oct. 16-17 Bellevue, WA. Contact Nikon School, 1300 Walt Whitman Rd., Mellville, NY 11747; (516) 547-8666;
fax (616) 547-0309.
Digital 2000 Tour featuring James Schmelzer Oct. 12 Atlanta, GA at the Marriott Buckhead, 7-10 pm. Contact Westcott at (800) 886-1689, fax: (419) 243-8401.
Maine Photographic Workshops’ 10-day Workshop in Havana Oct. 16-26 Contact Main Photographic Workshops, P.O. Box 200, 2 Central St., Rockport, ME 04856;
with National Geographic photographer, David Alan Harvey (207) 236-8581; fax (207) 236-2558; e-mail: [MEworkshop@aol.com|; web site: [www.meworkshops.com|.
Outdoor Photography Workshops, Photography by Don Oct. 21-22 Laguna Beach, CA. Contact Photography by Don, 3208 Santa Anita Ave., El Monte, CA 91733;
Outdoor Portraiture in Laguna Beach, CA (626) 444-8008, fax (626) 452-0717; e-mail: [photobydon@earthlink.net].
Nikon School of Photography Oct 23-24 Anaheim, CA. Contact Nikon School, 1300 Walt Whitman Rd., Mellville, NY 11747; (516) 547-8666;
fax (616) 547-0309.
Canyon Country Exploratory with Don Kirby and Oct. 24-30 Escalante, UT. Contact Photographic Arts Workshops, ¢/o Bruce Barnbaum, P.O. Box 1791, Granite Falls,
Bruce Barnbaum, Instructors WA 98252; (360) 691-4105; e-mail: [barnbaum@aol.com).
Santa Fe Digital Workshops: Advanced Photoshop Oct. 25-29 Santa Fe, NM. Contact Santa Fe Workshops, P.O. Box 9916, Santa Fe, NM 87504; (505) 983-1400,
with Jerry Courvoisier fax(505) 989-8604; web site: [www.sfworkshop.com)].
Julia Dean Photo Workshops presents Pulitzer Prize winner Oct. 25-30 Marina Del Rey, CA. Contact Julia Dean & Associates, 3111 Ocean Front Walk #102, Marina Del Rey, CA
Judy Walgren—The Compelling Picture Story 90292; (310) 821-0909, fax (310) 821-0809; e-mail: [juliadean@earthlink.net].
Julia Dean Photo Workshops presents National Geographic's Oct. 31-Nov.5 Marina Del Rey, CA. Contact Julia Dean & Associates, 3111 Ocean Front Walk #102, Marina Del Rey, CA

Gerd Ludwig—The National Geographic Assignment

90292; (310) 821-0909, fax (310) 821-0809; e-mail: [juliadean@earthlink.net].

Wedding and Portrait Photographers International

Mar. 18-25, 2000

Rio Convention Center, Las Vegas, NV; Contact Valerie Stever, (310) 451-0090

ext.313, Fax: (310) 395-9058, e-mail: vstever@earthlink.net

BACKDROPS

Backdrops that:

* Last longer

* Cost less

» Ship faster

* Give you
winning photos

n STUDIO DYNAMICS

2400 Gundry Avenue

Long Beach, CA 90806
1-800/595-4273

For more information, circle 267

W WY Ger QUALITY TAP PACKAGING
CROWN QUICKLY AND EASILY!

cait 1-800-827-0363
for your Free 42 Page Catalog
Crown Products is o Division of the Chilcote Company
2160 Superior Ave. * Cleveland, Ohio 44114

Visit our web site at
www.crown-usa.com

For more information, circle 215

FINE PRINT
PROFESSIONAL COLOR LAB

For more information, circle 223

First Exposure
(Continued from page 55)

digit number. The number 990213-3456
translates to disk 3456 made on February
13, 1999. When we name an album, we
use this number followed by any addi-
tional information we want up, to 256
characters.

When we want to find a specific
image, we can search through all the
albums using a batch manager program.
The search can be for date, time, file
name, subject, or just about any piece of
information stored with that thumbnail
image. When we want to print a specific
image from a CD, we insert the CD into
the computer, drag the thumbnail file
image onto the printer and it is sent to
be printed. You can also select specific
thumbnails to be copied to a different lo-
cation or convert images to a different
file format.

The left side of the album page con-
tains thumbnails of previously used
albums so you can quickly return to a
previous album by simply touching the
thumbnail. On the right side is a special
toolbox that lets you link other software
programs directly into the Photolmpact
Album. We added the Adobe Photoshop

icon to our toolbox, so that when we
drag a thumbnail from the album page
over to that icon, Photoshop opens the
file. When finished editing, it is easy to
switch back to Album and update the
thumbnail. Other icons in this toolbox
can include printers, e-mail programs,
other editing programs, or input devices.

Ulead Photolmpact 4 is a powerful
editing tool for the professional and
novice alike. It features state-of-the-art
imaging tools that make short work of
image enhancement. The Album feature
with its thumbnails makes it easy to
locate files and better organize your
work. Photolmpact 4 provides the neces-
sary tools to simplify your digital world.

For more information contact Ulead
Systems, Inc., 970 West 190th Street
Suite 520, Torrance, CA 90502; (310)
523-9393; Fax (310) 523-9399; email:
[info@ulead.com].

Jack and Sue Drafahl are freelance journalists/
photographers living in the Pacific Northwest. They
have owned and operated a custom lab and service
bureau, Image Concepts, for many years. They can
be reached at:[concepts@pacifier.com].
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